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ABSTRACT 
 

In June, July, October, and November 2013, personnel from the Mississippi Valley 
Archaeology Center (MVAC) performed a Phase I archaeological survey of approximately 
eleven and a half miles for proposed changes to the Q28 (old Q1-D) transmission line 
(Marshland to Briggs Road) and approximately 65 to70 acres that were selected to be used for 
laydown area alternatives. The transmission line portion of the project involved rebuilding an 
existing line. For approximately nine and a quarter miles of the transmission line project, the 
exact pole locations were unknown at the time of the archaeological survey, therefore the entire 
project centerline was surveyed. In areas with less than ten percent surface visibility, the 
centerline of the existing transmission line was shovel tested in 15 meter intervals. In plowed 
fields with good surface visibility, the centerline of the existing transmission line was pedestrian 
surveyed. Within the Van Loon State Wildlife Area and to the east of the Black River, 
approximately two and a quarter miles, the wet conditions early in the summer precluded proper 
survey. By the time conditions were dry enough for adequate survey in this area in the fall, 
Dairyland Power Cooerative (DPC) had staked the exact pole locations. Since this would be the 
only type of ground disturbance for the transmission line, the pole locations only were surveyed 
in this area. Of these poles, six poles were located on US Fish and Wildlife property and two 
poles were located on Department of Natural Resources property. The remaining thirteen pole 
locations in this area were on private property. The two potential laydown areas were located in 
plowed fields with good surface visibility, therefore pedestrian survey in 10 to 15 meter intervals 
was utilized. 

Two previously recorded sites, 47TR52, a prehistoric campsite/village and 
47LC64/BLC86, a prehistoric mound group are located within the project area. One additional 
new site, 47TR424, an isolated find was discovered. All of these sites are on private land. No 
evidence of 47TR52 could be located despite survey in the site area more than once. No 
additional artifacts were associated with 47TR424. The existing transmission line bisects the 
Wisconsin Historic Preservation Database (WHPD) site limits of 47LC64/BLC86, a prehistoric 
mound group. Although field notes from a 1994 MVAC field visit to the site show that there 
were four possible conical mounds under the existing transmission line, there is no surface 
evidence of the mounds today under the transmission line. One pole will be located within the 
WHPD site location of 47LC64/BLC86 and MVAC personnel shovel tested this exact pole 
location. DPC will be utilizing this pole location to test the soil in this area and will be using 
basic trucks to drive into the site area, which should not disturb the site. Based on the results of 
the soil testing, the new single pole steel structure within the site boundaries will be placed in 
this location in one of two ways, vibracoring or the traditional way. If DPC vibracores the pole in 
place, no heavy equipment will be entering the site area, since the vibracoring is done by a 
helicopter. If the pole is placed the traditional way, DPC will place protective mats under the 
heavy equipment while driving within the 47LC64/BLC86 site area to assure no inadvertent 
ground disturbance occurs. Although MVAC personnel have essentially mitigated the pole 
location by shovel testing it, MVAC personnel will monitor the pole placement in the 
47LC64/BLC86 site area for either method of pole placement chosen to make sure no unplanned 
ground disturbance takes place within the site area. 

No evidence of 47TR52 could be found and 47TR424 is an isolated find and is not 
considered eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places. No further 
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archaeological work is recommend for this project with the exception of archaeological 
monitoring of the soil testing and pole placement within the site location of 47LC64/BLC86. 
MVAC personnel will monitor any ground disturbing activities within this site location, but since 
MVAC has already mitigated the pole location, DPC’s actions should not have a negative impact 
on the site. 
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